
URBAN GRASSLANDS
Surveys, managementand role in spatial planning
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Aim

ÅTo increase awareness of urban 
grasslands in management and spatial 
planning

ÅTo prioritize and initiate long-term 
biodiversity-focused management

ÅTo reduce biodiversity loss through 
fragmentation 

ÅTo restore meadows and pastures

ÅTo initiate monitoring programmeB
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Focal areas

ÅTo increase awareness of urban 
grasslands in management and spatial 
planning

ÅTo prioritize and initiate long-term 
biodiversity-focused management

ÅTo reduce biodiversity loss through 
fragmentation 

ÅTo restore meadows and pastures

ÅTo initiate monitoring programme
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ÅImportant for urban ecosystem 
services, especially pollination

ÅHost a high number of red listed 
and threatened species (Swedish 
Red List 2020)

ÅShift in agricultural practice 
throughout the 19th and 20th 
centuries has reduced the 
amount of pastures and hay 
meadows by appr. 95%

Why grasslands?
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Photo: Magnus Stenmark

ÅUrban areas ςImportant 
complementoryhabitats for 
traditional grassland species

ÅInfrastructure habitats, gardens, 
brownfields, parks and open 
grasslands

ÅOften negatively affected by 
fragmentation, poor management 
and at risk of exploitation
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strive for?

ÅHigh diversity of flowering plants and shrubs
ÅLow grass vegetation (by grazing or mowing)
ÅContinuous removal of nutrients (by removal of hay)
ÅHabitat variability
ÅProximity to forest habitats
ÅVariable forest edges



Organization

ÅEcologists from the municipality

ÅMunicipal management staff

ÅLandscape architects 

ÅNGOs (restoration and surveys)

ÅConsultants (surveys and report)

Halland Botanical
Society

Swedish Societyfor Nature 
Conservation, Varberg
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2018-2020 



Budget and funding

Å¢ƻǘŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ сл ллл ϵ

ÅLONA Local Conservation Grants - Designated 
governmental grants for conservation measures, 
surveys, protection and accessibility projects 

Å50 % LONA funding

Å50 % Municipal funding and time
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Areas of corevaluefor 
biologicaldiversityand 
pollinatorabundance
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Areas of corevaluefor 
biologicaldiversityand 
pollinatorabundance
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ÅHistory of grazing or mowing

ÅHigh conservation interest 

ÅSpecies values

ÅRisk of exploitation

ÅOwned by the municipality

Selectionof grasslandareas 



Restoration sites

38 sites
107 hectares
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ÅFrom traditionalhaymeadows
and pastures, to wasteland
ÅNo, sporadical, yearly

management 
ÅNo collectionof hay
ÅCeasedor activegrazing

Characteristics
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Unmanagedand grass-dominated Grazedand diverse 
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Isolated Connected
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Plants
ÅSurvey of all species at eachsite
ÅPositive indicatorspecies

ÅNegative indicatorspecies

ÅPollen and nectarspecies 

ÅVegetation height(proxyof grazing/mowing)
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