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WELCOME IN GHENT

Dear participant,

Dear cemetery enthusiast,

Our city is very honoured to receive you as a taphophile in Ghent for the Annual General Meeting and Conference     

of the Association of Significant Cemeteries in Europe (ASCE).

Ghent has a rich history when it comes to graveyards. As in countless other West-European cities, burials traditionally took place in 

and around churches in Ghent. At the end of the 18th century Joseph II, Holy Roman Emperor, decreed that places of burial were to be 

established away from heavily populated areas in order to ensure the protection of public health. As a result, Ghent currently manages 

18 cemeteries spread across the city and its 13 submunicipalities. 

The places where we bury our loved ones may have changed throughout the centuries, but their main purpose has remained unchanged. 

Nowadays, remembrance and serenity characterize these places. Thanks to their peaceful character, they have also become green 

havens in our city which provide a pleasant setting for walking. What used to be secluded locations have often become the green heart 

of contemporary urban areas. 

This conference gives you the opportunity to visit one of our cemeteries. You will be amazed by the many beautiful historical funerary 

monuments. They are replete with a wealth of symbolism, obviously mostly drawn from our Christian Catholic tradition, but also from 

various other religions and beliefs.

As Deputy Mayor of Civil Affairs and Protocol and Registrar competent for all cemeteries in Ghent, I wish to express my gratitude to the 

Association of Significant Cemeteries of Europe for accepting our candidacy as the host city. It is a great honour for us to welcome this 

conference. I also wish to extend my thanks to my colleagues from the Ghent Parks & Gardens Department. Not only do they ensure the 

proper management of our cemeteries, they have also made this conference possible together with all partners. 

Welcome to you all and enjoy everything Ghent has to offer.

Mieke Van Hecke - Deputy Mayor of Civil Affairs and Protocol
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Cemeteries are first and foremost the final resting places 

of the deceased who are commemorated by their relatives 

and friends. Any other ancillary functions they provide are in 

harmony with this primary function. 

Thanks to their serene and green character, our cemeteries 

invite us to incorporate them into our daily life by using 

them for strolling, relaxing, reading etc. 

The recognition of cemeteries as treasure troves of funerary 

and artistic heritage is high on the City of Ghent’s agenda. 

However, in view of the quantity and quality of historical   

graves, it will be necessary to make well informed choices. 

Some graveyards continue to fulfil their current function, 

others are phased out or repurposed without affecting their 

serene character. 

They provide valuable habitats for precious and rare plants 

and animals. It therefore goes without saying that the ceme-

teries are managed in the most eco-friendly manner. Appro-

priate mowing practices are adopted to benefit the ecosystem 

as much as possible. Pesticides and hazardous maintenance 

products are not used on cemeteries. We aim to reach a deli-

cate balance between aesthetics, accessibility for visitors and 

respect for the natural value.

Over the years, our ways of commemorating the dead have 

changed drastically. This has transformed our cemeteries, 

which now present us with the challenge of providing proper 

dynamic management within a robust structure that is the 

backbone of the cemetery’s layout and provides space for 

new trends. New commemoration practices and rituals are 

gradually turning our cemeteries into places of remembrance 

which require adequate infrastructure. 

Their unique character also urges us to take into account 

the emotions they evoke in the friends and relatives of the 

deceased. Properly informing these users on the services 

provided (advice on the selection of a final resting place) is 

essential. Good communication is crucial in case of transfor-

mation processes linked to renovation and/or changes in the 

management regime. 

User involvement is also promoted by projects through 

which people take part in the management of cemeteries as 

users, volunteers etc. They can do so as sponsors, reusers or 

volunteers. We remain in charge of all aspects of the process 

on the basis of strong user involvement. 

Cemeteries are being used in very diverse ways.   

We are familiar with the primary function of a cemetery: a 

place where we can bury the dead and where relatives may 

find the time and space to grieve. 

However, in the past cemeteries have always been used in 

many other ways as well, for example as community grounds 

and as open and public spaces. Our ancestors never ceased 

to create cemeteries, graves and memorials for eternity.

Today, we combine the care for the dead with a focus on new 

values, such as the care for our funerary heritage, the rising 

demands for cultural areas and a greener and more silent 

environment, the need to maintain and enhance biodiversity 

GHENT CEMETERIES 
GREEN PLACES TO REMEMBER THE DEAD

CONFERENCE THEME 
HERITAGE CEMETERIES IN THE 21ST CENTURY: USE, REUSE AND SHARED USE

and the search for new ways of commemorating the deceased. 

Consequently, the ideas and opinions of users have also be-

come much more important.

All these elements create new challenges and issues for 

managers of (historic) burial grounds and heritage caretakers, 

such as different ways of use, reuse and shared use. More 

than ever, planning and follow up of new approaches proves 

necessary. This conference aims to focus on these complex 

matters. 
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1 - 2.40 pm  Plenaries B - Session 1, Reuse: Heritage versus Future Use

    •   Welcome: Anna-Maria Charlier, Representive of Province of East Flanders    

    •  Nandy Dolman / Marc De Bie: Back to Nature and Connected through Ages?      

     Researching Perspectives for Future Natural Burial Grounds near Archaeological Burial Mounds    

     in Flanders, Belgium

    •  Hans Druart: Dialogue between History and Design in the Upgrading of Protected Cemeteries     

     in Flanders

    •  Ian Dungavell: Can’t See the Wood for the Trees? Funerary Heritage in a Working Cemetery

      Chair: Peter Van Wichelen (Province of East Flanders) together with Tamara Ingels ( Grafzerkje vzw)

2.40 - 3.10 pm  Coffee break and poster session

3.10 – 5.10 pm  Plenaries B - Session 2, Shared Use: Crossing the Line?

    •  Welcome: Dries Van Den Broucke, Head of Department, Flanders Heritage Agency

    •  Francisco Queiroz: Back to the Living: The Reuse(s) of Significant Cemeteries      

     from a Portuguese Perspective

    •  Pavel Grabalov: Urban Cemeteries as Public Spaces: Comparison of the Norwegian      

     and Russian Case Studies

    •  Janine Marriot: Entertaining the Living amongst the Dead

    •  Giovanna Colace: Giving Words to the Silence of Death

      Chair: Joeri Mertens (Flanders Heritage Agency) together with Linda Van Santvoort (Epitaaf/Ghent University)

5.10 - 5.30 pm Closing speech

    • Lidija Pluberšek, president of ASCE    

5.30 - 6 pm  Walk to the City Hall

6 - 7 pm   Farewell drink - Location: City Hall, Botermarkt 1

    Speech by Filip Watteeuw, Senior Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayorof Mobility, Public Spaceand Urban Planning   

    Also competent for the Service of Built Heritage and Urban Archaeology

SATURDAY OCTOBER 5, 2019
Location: Provinciaal Administratief Centrum ‘Het Zuid’, Woodrow Wilsonplein 2

9 am – 1.30 pm  Visit to Tyne Cot Cemetery (Passchendaele) in collaboration with the Commonwealth      

    War Graves Commission

ASCE-members only

For the visits to the cemeteries, the meeting point is Provinciaal Administratief Centrum ‘Het Zuid’, Woodrow Wilsonplein 2

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

,
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WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 2, 2019
4 – 6 pm   Hospitality tour – Start at City Hall, Botermarkt 1  

6 – 7 pm   Welcome drink – Location: Gruut, Rembert Dodoensdreef 1  

THURSDAY OCTOBER 3, 2019
Location: Provinciaal Administratief Centrum, ‘Het Zuid’, Woodrow Wilsonplein 2

8.30 – 9 am  Registration of ASCE-members  

9 – 10.15 am  AGM formal part (elections, financial report, other relevant membership items)  

10 – 10.30 am  Registration of non-members

10.30 - 10.45 am Welcoming speeches

    • Els Mechant, Director of Parcs and Public Gardens Service (City of Ghent)

    • Mieke Van Hecke, Deputy Mayor of Civil Affairs and Protocol (City of Ghent)

10.45 – 11.30 am  Presentation of projects of ASCE

    by Lidija Pluberšek, President of ASCE

11.30 am – 1 pm  Plenaries A - Session 1, Use: Management in Perspective

    •  Michael Albrecht: Environmental Management System for Cemeteries

    •  Hendrik De Bouvre: Increased Value of Cemeteries

    •  Ioanna Paraskevopoulou: Grave Matters: Uses and Abuses in the Third Cemetery of Athens

      Chair: Mira Van Olmen, Director of the Service for Built Heritage and Urban Archaeology (City of Ghent)  

      together with Christoph De Spiegeleer (VUB)

1 – 2 pm   Lunch and poster session

2 – 6 pm   Visit to Laeken Cemetery and the workshop Salu

8 – 11 pm  Conference dinner    

    Speech by Mathias De Clercq, Mayor of the City of Ghent

     Location: Het Pand, Onderbergen 1 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 4, 2019
Location: Provinciaal Administratief Centrum ‘Het Zuid’, Woodrow Wilsonplein 2 (except farewell drink)

8.30 - 9 am Registration of participants

9 – 12 am   Visit of West Cemetery or Sint-Amandsberg Cemetery 

12 am – 1 pm Lunch and poster session
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MICHAEL ALBRECHT (GERMANY)
Michael Albrecht was born in 1961 in Hamburg in Germany. 

He graduated in 1991 as an Engineer of Agriculture. In 2008 

he took his PhD at the University of Natural Sciences of the 

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Universität Hannover. Theme: Soil 

and Hygienic Investigations of Cemetery Areas - Disturbance 

of Decay on the Cemetery. Documentation and Evaluation of 

Causes. 

Since 1991 he is the manager of IFB-Hannover Engineering for 

Soil where he works as a soil and cemetery expert and on the 

development planning of cemeteries. In 2001 he got certified 

as a sworn expert for evaluation of cemetery soils. Since 2006 

Michael is the chairman of the church cemetery of Wennigsen 

and since 2007 he’s a referent for public works and new media 

of the VFD (German association of cemetery managers). In 

2018 he got certified with the Environmental Management 

System for cemeteries of the church of Hannover.

Scientific investigations:

2006: Estimating the oxygen-supply in the soil for body decay

2009: RuheSoft-Softwaremodule for the prediction of the time 

of body decay

2013: Control system of the composition of air in the soil 

regarding body decay

Environmental Management System for Cemeteries

The situation of cemeteries in Germany has changed a lot in 

the last decades.

Some reasons are:

•  demographic development

•  financial reasons

•  socio-cultural reasons

As the number of death is quite stable, the traditional ceme-

teries notice a changed situation:

•  the number of cremations rises

•  the quota of burials on cemeteries drops, particularly the  

 demand of traditional family-graves drops

Looking at the aspect of space requirement of a traditional 

family-grave compared to an urn, it is easy to notice that 

space requirement can drop down to 3 %. As cemeteries are 

designed for the long term or even forever, the actual situation 

results in less income and rising costs of maintenance. 

The increase of free areas on the cemeteries led to the ‘En-

vironmental Management System for Cemeteries’ programme 

of the Protestant church of Hannover. The new programme 

intends to wake up the ecological potential of cemeteries. 

The aim is to build up an Environmental Management System 

(EMS) according to the highest European norm of environ-

ment (EMAS III: Eco-Management and Audit Scheme). The 

cemetery management of the Protestant church of Wennigsen 

in Germany has undergone the whole process of EMS. The 

author shows the way from the first steps to the final certifi-

cation. As environmental aims, the following were set:

•  reduction of rubbish on the cemetery of 10 % compared  

 to 2017

•  increasement of biodiversity on the cemetery

Contact

albrecht@entera.de

www.entera.de

HENDRIK DE BOUVRE (BELGIUM)
Hendrik De Bouvre was born in Antwerp (Belgium) in 1962. He 

graduated as a history teacher and after 20 years of profes-

sional experience in sales and human resources, Hendrik De 

Bouvre was engaged in 2008 by the City of Antwerp to manage 

its 15 cemeteries.

As the second largest city in Belgium and largest city of 

Flanders, Antwerp is proud of its rich cultural history. Being 

a world trade centre in the 16th century, Antwerp still is of 

great importance with its port, logistics, cultural institutions 

and architectural heritage. Antwerp still is at the heart of the 

world diamond trade. It has also become a booming city of 

fashion and ‘art the vivre’. While Brussels is the ‘capitale’ of 

Belgium, Antwerp is referred to as the ‘metropole’.

It is no wonder that the cemeteries and funeral heritage of 

Antwerp are amongst the most beautiful and richest of the 

country.

The crown jewel is the park cemetery Schoonselhof, with its 

88 hectares the largest cemetery in Belgium, often called 

the Père Lachaise of Antwerp, but twice as large and twice as 

beautiful.

It is said that citizens of Antwerpen often regard themselves 

as setters of trends and style and lack modesty in doing so …

Increased Value of Cemeteries

Heritage cemeteries are like hidden treasures. They are wai-

ting not just to be found in an existential manner, but waiting 

to be used in a socially meaningful way. Our vision is not only 

that there is something out there to be discovered that de-

serves to be promoted, but also that something meaningful 

can be done with it to achieve a more powerful and effective 

lever! The emphasis is not particularly on how to value the 

historical burial grounds by academic research, but on how 

to act to increase their social value and to claim the financial 

means necessary to preserve them for the future in a socially 

acceptable way. The presentation will share conclusions with 

concrete policies and experiences from the city of Antwerp 

that aim at increasing value: like reuse of monuments; the 

introduction of safety measures and initiatives to organise 

events. Additionally the presentation gives eye-opening ex-

pectations and viewpoints of users and clients of cemeteries 

from a recently conducted customer survey.

Contact

hendrik.debouvre@antwerpen.be

IOANNA PARASKEVOPOULOU, 
CO-AUTHOR EVANGELIA 
GEORGITSOYANNI (GREECE) 
Ioanna Paraskevopoulou was born in Athens (Greece). She 

studied Political Science and Public Administration at the Na-

tional and Kapodistrian University of Athens, where she also 

received a master’s degree in Political Science and Sociology. 

Her research interests focused on political philosophy and 

ideology. She then acquired a master’s degree in Education 

and Culture from Harokopio University of Athens, where she 

researched the history of the First Cemetery of Athens as 

part of her dissertation, which was published in 2015 by Polis 

Publications. Afterwards she studied, as a scholarship holder 

of White-Rose College of Arts and Humanities, Public History 

(MA) at the University of York, U.K., where she researched, 

for her dissertation, the modern administration and public 

engagement strategies of four historic cemeteries in England. 

She is now a PhD Candidate at the Geography Department, 

Harokopio University of Athens. Her thesis: ‘The Third Ceme-

tery of Athens: The Space of Others’, explores the geography 

and the philosophy of the space of the dead.

Evangelia Georgitsoyanni is a Professor in History of Art and 

Civilization at the Harokopio University of Athens, Greece.  

She is a former Vice-Rector of Academic Affairs and Person-

nel and former Dean of the School of Environment, Geograp-

hy and Applied Economics at the Harokopio University, as 

well as former Vice-President of the General State Archives 

of Greece. She holds a Bachelor in History and Archaeology 

from the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and 

a master’s and a PhD Degree from the University of Paris 

(Panthéon - Sorbonne). Cultural heritage of cemeteries is 

among her major research interests. She has conducted ex-

tended researches regarding the Greek diaspora, focusing on 

the Greeks’ funerary monuments at cemeteries in Romania, 

Hungary and Bulgaria. Her researches have been published in 

scientific journals and presented in European and interna-

tional conferences. She hosted and organized on behalf of 

Harokopio University of Athens, the Annual General Meeting 

and Conference of the Association of Significant Cemeteries 

of Europe in Athens in 2017.

SPEAKER PROFILES

PLENARIES A – USE: MANAGEMENT IN PERSPECTIVE 
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Grave Matters: Uses and Abuses in the Third Cemetery  

of Athens

This paper discusses grave matters: grave use, reuse and 

shared use of an ordinary cemetery, the Third Cemetery of 

Athens. Established in 1939 by the municipality of Athens and 

located at the west part of the city, this cemetery became 

right from the beginning the massive burial ground of the 

capital. Besides the vast majority of working class burials, the 

cemetery also includes Jewish, Jehovah’s witnesses, military 

and paupers’ burial sections; while the cemetery’s Second 

World War monuments testify of the thousands of anony-

mous Athenians buried there during the Occupation. From 

time to time the Third Cemetery has been characterized as 

the graveyard for the poor, as the most well-organized and 

modern cemetery of the city while some of its properties 

have been also characterized as rubbish dumps. The Third 

Cemetery of Athens is all of the above because of the official 

burial policies and grave property regimes that promote 

permanent use, reuse and shared use of burial plots. These 

different types of grave use enable the cemetery to function

in various time-space scales, which, in turn, guarantee the 

absolute exploitation of the space. This is why this cemetery 

is indeed a most modern, in terms of bio-politics, death- 

scape; while at the same time, this massive use leads to 

space abuse and disuse, to poorness and rubbish.

The presentation at the conference is based on primary  

source research (laws, regulations, archives) and field  

research. It presents burial practices and infrastructures that 

establish the aforementioned uses and abuses, while it offers 

an interpretation of the cultural products they generate,  

along with a way to wade through grave matters risen from 

the cemetery’s extensive exploitation.

Contact

Ioanna Paraskevopoulou

ioannaparaskevopoulou@yahoo.gr

Evangelia Georgitsoyanni

egeorg@hua.gr

NANDY DOLMAN & MARC DE BIE 
(BELGIUM)
Nandy Dolman (1995) is an archaeologist for the Belgian 

archaeological company BAAC Vlaanderen. She obtained her 

master’s degree in Art Science and Archaeology in 2017 at 

the Vrije Universiteit Brussel, after finishing her thesis on 

prehistoric burial mounds and their possible connection with 

modern natural burial grounds. This research was awarded 

runner up for the Jacques A. E. Nenquin prize. During her stu-

dies, she attended the summer course ‘An Introduction in the 

Physical Anthropology’ at the Universitair Medische Centra 

in Amsterdam and obtained the Master of Science Degree 

Human Osteology and Funerary Archaeology at the University 

of Sheffield, where she developed her physical anthropology 

skills. Besides her archaeological work, she is a member of 

the physical anthropological team of BAAC Vlaanderen. When 

Nandy is not digging in the ground or dusting old skeletons, 

she plays the violin and makes time to travel the world with 

friends and family. After five years of living in Brussels, she 

moved in September 2018 to Mechelen.

Marc De Bie (1965) is currently director of a research team in 

cultural landscape studies at the Flanders’ Heritage 

Agency (Onroerend Erfgoed), professor of Prehistoric Art and 

Archaeology at Brussels University (Vrije Universiteit Brussel) 

and guest lecturer at Ghent University. He is master in Art 

History, Archaeology, and Culture Policy and obtained a PhD 

in Palaeolithic Archaeology at KULeuven (1998). His research 

interests are diverse: heritage in woods and nature reserves, 

landscape archaeology, human evolution, cultural origins, 

hunter-gatherer worldviews, funerary archaeology, as well 

as the significance of heritage in our current society. He 

published several books and many articles for both experts 

and the general public and was (co-)organiser of national 

and international conferences. After numerous surveys for 

archaeological burial mounds, Marc started to wonder how 

prehistoric funeral heritage could be relevant for changing 

expectations in modern memorial practices and contempora-

ry societal concerns, as reflected also in shifting regional and 

local burial ground policies. With Nandy Dolman, he explored 

some perspectives in this direction.

Back to Nature and Connected through Ages? Researching 

Perspectives for Future Natural Burial Grounds near  

Archaeological Burial Mounds in Flanders, Belgium

This presentation explores the idea of an ‘archaeological 

natural burial place’ or the establishment of a modern natu-

ral burial ground near an archaeological funerary site. This 

concept has been explored in three case studies: the Bronze 

Age tumuli at Haarterheide, the Bronze Age and Roman tu-

muli at Heverleebos and Meerdaalwoud and the Bronze Age 

tumuli at Muziekbos. Employing methods and approaches of 

community- oriented archaeology, several stakeholders (local 

community members, local authorities and organizations res-

ponsible for nature preservation and heritage management) 

participated in an investigation considering various notions, 

visions and values regarding archaeological natural burial 

places. This resulted in a possible repurposing of archaeolo-

gical funerary sites, which may engender multiple benefits 

and meet expectations of various parties. Establishing an 

archaeological natural burial place nurtures both ecological 

and cultural-historical values. Local communities can  

(re)create a strong connection and affection with their  

archaeological heritage, while the organization of an  

archaeological natural burial place may concurrently secure 

public engagement for the conservation and preservation of 

both archaeological and ecological heritage sites. Eventually, 

this paper demonstrates how local authorities start to put 

this form of funerary environment and memorial place into 

practice.

Contact

nandy.dolman@hotmail.com

mdebie@vub.be 

or marc.debie@vlaanderen.be

PLENARIES B: PUTTING VALUE ASSESSMENTS AND SOCIAL DESIRES INTO 
PRACTICE / SESSION 1 - REUSE, HERITAGE VERSUS FUTURE USE
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HANS DRUART (BELGIUM)
Hans Druart is landscape architect and Master in Heritage 

Studies. He is guest professor at the School of Arts – Univer-

sity College Ghent. As guest professor he teaches the course 

‘Communication and Workfield Exploration’, he accompanies 

students in the design studio and he is co-promotor of the 

research project ‘Social Sustainability within Landscape 

Architecture: towards a Dialogue in Education and Practi-

ce’. Since August 1 of this year he also works at landscape 

architecture design office OMGEVING. Formerly he worked at 

the design office ‘buro voor vrije ruimte’ in Ghent. Together, 

the two agencies form a team of more than 60 enthusiastic 

employees working on unique, leading projects in the field 

of landscape architecture, urbanism and spatial planning. 

The combination of the two offices means a considerable 

strengthening within the field of landscape architecture and 

also within the field of (re)designing (protected) cemeteries. 

In recent years he worked on design commissions to design 

new cemeteries and upgrade, often protected, cemeteries 

with a high heritage value. 

Dialogue between History and Design in the Upgrading of 

Protected Cemeteries in Flanders

Various cemeteries in Flanders have a great historical value. 

They often tell the story of a local community and have an 

(architectural) historical and artistic value. Both the cemetery 

as a whole, such as the composition and structure, as well as 

specific elements such as grave signs, plants with a funerary 

meaning, commemorative signs ... can be significant. Often 

these things are no longer tuned to contemporary needs and 

customs. Preservation and management are therefore often a 

difficult task for the competent municipalities. Mere pre-

servation offers little to no perspective and is an expensive 

business. A well-considered (re)destination of the cemetery 

as a whole and the valuable tombs is therefore of paramount 

importance. A well thought-out design, with respect for the 

past and an eye for the future, therefore arises. Which spatial 

and social destinations do you give to these valuable funerary 

places? How can creative design contribute to the upgrading 

of these places? What is the added value of greening such 

cemeteries? Are we striving for maximum preservation of 

existing tombs or do we make room for new forms of burial? 

What potential do reuse and sponsorship of tombs offer?   

On the basis of a few case studies, we look for answers to the 

above questions.

Contact

hans.druart@hogent.be

IAN DUNGAVELL (UK)
Ian Dungavell is an architectural historian, conservationist 

and cemetery manager. He has a master’s degree in Conser-

vation of the Historic Environment and a PhD in architectural 

history. Since 2012 he has been Chief Executive of the Friends 

of Highgate Cemetery Trust. From 2000 to 2012 he was Direc-

tor of the Victorian Society, the national charity campaigning 

for nineteenth century architecture. He is an Associate of 

the Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management, an 

affiliate Member of the Institute of Historic Building Conser-

vation and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London.

Can’t See the Wood for the Trees? Funerary Heritage in a 

Working Cemetery

Highgate Cemetery is one of Europe’s best-known cemeteries. 

But within a few years it will be full. Most of the graves were 

sold in perpetuity and cannot be reused without a change in 

the law. The cemetery will shut. But is closing a cemetery to 

future burials itself a destructive act? What values are lost 

when a cemetery is closed, even if everything is preserved? 

The Friends of Highgate Cemetery Trust, the charity which 

operates the cemetery, has eked out burial space as much as 

it can. Narrowing roads. Burying on paths. Mounding on top of 

common graves. What is the alternative? Is it valid to sacrifice 

some heritage so that the whole may live on? Could we all be 

so concerned about individual graves that we have forgotten 

what is important about the cemetery as a whole? Taking 

Highgate Cemetery as a specific example, how would such 

decisions be made? How would graves be selected for reuse? 

What would happen to the memorials on top? How could the 

Trust ensure that the new memorials do not jar with the his-

toric landscape, reducing the interest of what people come to 

see. It is not just a theoretical conundrum. As the Trust relies 

on visitors for half its income, getting the decision wrong 

could leave the Trust without the resources it

needs to look after the site.

Contact

ian@highgatecemetery.org
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FRANCISCO QUEIROZ (PORTUGAL)
Francisco Queiroz is a Portuguese art historian, senior 

researcher of ARTIS (University of Lisbon) and board mem-

ber of CEPESE (University of Porto). His publications range 

from Family History to Urban Regeneration. However, his 

main research interest is 19th century cemetery art. He is 

the only one in Portugal who completed both a PhD and a 

Postdoctoral fellowship in this field, on which he undertakes 

continuous research since 1994. Francisco Queiroz is generally 

recognized as the key author on Portuguese cemeteries. He 

has many publications about this subject and every year he 

guides tours of several cemeteries in different Portuguese 

cities. In Portugal, he was the first to lecture courses on Ce-

metery Tourism and Cemetery Art. Additionally, his research 

led to the inclusion of the two largest cemeteries of Porto 

in the ASCE network, and also the classification of the Lapa 

Cemetery (in Porto as well) as National Heritage.

Back to the Living: the Reuse(s) of Significant Cemeteries 

from a Portuguese Perspective

The main purpose of this paper is to present a SWOT analysis 

of Cemetery Tourism, in a broad sense, based on the authors’ 

knowledge as a scholar in the field of Cemetery Art / Ceme-

tery History, and grounded on his experience as a cemetery 

guide for the last 20 years in 13 several different Portuguese 

cemeteries. The paper approaches the growing trend of new 

uses for significant cemeteries as a possible way of getting 

closer to what was the ultimate purpose, back in the days 

when most of the European cemeteries became established: 

to display the livings’ beliefs and their remembrance practices, 

having the dead merely as a pretext.

Romanticist cemeteries were designed to be visited. However, 

motivations for visiting changed through time and in the last 

2 decades these alterations brought new challenges. In this 

paper, within the framework of the Portuguese case study, 

we will try to give some answers on possible conflicts or 

negative impacts of this reuse trend; ‘new users’ of historic 

cemeteries and their profiles; regulations and stakeholders’ 

awareness; effectiveness in terms of cemetery heritage pro-

tection and some future perspectives.

Contact

correio@franciscoqueiroz.com

PAVEL GRABALOV (NORWAY)
Pavel Grabalov is a PhD candidate at the Faculty of Landscape 

and Society of the Norwegian University of Life Sciences. 

He holds a master’s degree in Urban Studies from Malmö 

University (2017) and has interests in urban planning and 

people-environment interaction. His PhD project focuses 

on the role of cemeteries in contemporary densified cities. 

Urban cemeteries may function as green public spaces and 

accommodate activities, which are not limited to burial and 

commemorative practices. At the same time cemetery dis-

tinctive values and qualities should not be put aside. Pavel’s 

research aims to build new interdisciplinary knowledge on 

urban cemeteries as special multifaceted places, using case 

studies from Scandinavian and Russian cultural contexts.

Urban Cemeteries as Public Spaces: Comparison of the 

Norwegian and Russian Case Studies

Contemporary cemeteries are intriguing examples of  

‘in-between’ places with no clear cut between public and 

private, civic and personal. Planners and policy makers often 

see urban cemeteries as utilitarian burial grounds. However, 

evidence from different countries demonstrate that their 

role is more complex. The findings of a Norwegian research 

project show that the cemeteries in Oslo are actively used 
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for recreation and perceived by many of their users as green 

places of reflection. Is such cemetery multifunctionality just 

a Norwegian phenomenon or we can find similarities in other 

cultures?

For the comparison, this presentation brings empirical 

evidence from Vvedenskoe Cemetery (opened in 1771) in the 

Russian capital of Moscow. The study partly replicates the 

above-mentioned Norwegian study adapted to the context of 

Moscow and employs systematic observations of people’s acti-

vities, participant observations and interviews with cemetery 

visitors. The results show that people come to Vvedenskoe 

Cemetery not only to visit their relatives’ graves, although 

it is the most prevalent activity there. Heritage graves make 

Vvedenskoe Cemetery an attractive place for excursions.   

The cemetery is included into everyday life of interviewees as 

a place for strolling and reflection. Another important aspect 

is cemetery greenery, which provides access to nature.  

While the range and frequency of recreational activities in 

Vvedenskoe Cemetery is lower than in the studied cemeteries 

in Oslo, the findings clearly show that its role in the city is 

not limited to the utilitarian functions of a burial ground.

Contact

pavel.grabalov@nmbu.no

JANINE MARRIOTT (UK)
Janine Marriott is the Public Engagement Manager at Arnos 

Vale Cemetery in Bristol, UK. Her role involves encouraging 

visitors into the cemetery and providing opportunities to 

engage with the place, the stories held there and the historic 

landscape. She began her career in teaching, moved on to 

museum education and has worked in a range of museums 

and heritage sites. Janine is now undertaking a part-time 

Doctorate in Heritage at the University of Hertfordshire,  

exploring public engagement in sites of memorialisation.

Entertaining the Living amongst the Dead

Cemeteries and graveyards have traditionally had one main 

role, however during the last 40 years many have evolved 

from just being a historic burial space to cultural destination. 

The European tradition of the burial space as a social and 

cultural space has constantly shifted since humans began 

disposing of their dead in the ground from stone age dispo-

sal tradition to the beautifully designed lawn cemetery. Now 

there has been a definite move to reclaim and reuse these 

spaces in the last 30+ years. It is now possible to watch a 

film, see a circus performance, view art, take a tour or watch 

theatre in many places of the dead. People in urban areas are 

beginning to view these large green spaces in cities as com-

munity social spaces. The reticence felt about being in these 

liminal spaces is being replaced by a sense of ownership, 

even when people have no personal connection. This paper 

will explore how this transition from a burial space, to site of 

entertainment has evolved. Drawing from experiences working 

in a historic cemetery and research into public engagement 

in UK historic cemeteries, this presentation explores the 

transition of a range of 18th and 19th century sites from pure 

burial spaces to cultural venues, community spaces and vital 

green spaces. It will examine the social and practical reasons 

why many of these cities of the dead are transitioning to pla-

ces for the living and will also look at some of the tensions 

that can occur amongst the many stakeholders of these sites.

Contact

learning@arnosvale.org.uk
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GIOVANNA COLACE (ITALY)
Giovanna Francesca Maria Colace has been working for the 

Municipality of Milan since 1999. After her graduation in 

Law, she has followed her natural tendency for those social 

aspects of the society and for the so called ‘res publica’. After 

many years and different experiences in the social field, she 

started to look elsewhere until she was offered the oppor-

tunity to work in the cemetery area, with the task of taking 

care of cemetery services and the technical management of 

cemeteries including their artistic and cultural enhancement. 

In Milan there are 8 cemeteries: she is the Director of 3 ce-

meteries, including the Monumental Cemetery, and 3 famous 

funerary monuments and crypts like for instance the War 

Memorial.

She is in love with her job and extremely thankful to the 

administration of Milan. Indeed the Municipality has under-

taken a brave path to foster the Monumental Cemetery as an 

open-air museum, without forgetting the sensitivity of those 

who go there to mourn their beloved. That is a challenge that 

requires a great passion: the education she received, the stu-

dies carried out and the variety of experiences have contribu-

ted to form her personality, curious and attracted by what is 

different and can represent an opportunity for discovery and 

discussion. In her job she feels like an orchestra director: she 

has to combine the respect for the cemetery with the promo-

tion of the Museum and organize all the human resources to 

create a perfect symphony.

Giving Words to the Silence of Death

The Cimitero Monumentale is the oldest cemetery in Milan. It 

is the privileged place where one can use, reuse and make a 

common use of artistic, cultural, human and creative  

heritage. The Municipality of Milano has been promoting     

several events: thematic walks, theatrical activities for 

children and families, initiatives related to the ASCE openair 

museums week, Museo a Cielo Aperto: a festival realized in 

collaboration with Fondazione Milano with multidisciplinary 

activities such as concerts, theatrical performances, videos 

and other activities. Many human resources are used and 

reused to realize this purpose.

Some graduates of the Civica Scuola di Teatro Paolo Grassi 

and of the Civica Scuola di Musica Claudio Abbado created 

the theatrical company Compagnia del Cipresso. In the last 4 

years about 20 shows have been written and staged by them, 

bringing the characters back to life and using the architecture 

and the burials themselves as scenography for site-specific 

actions. The theatrical language offers an opportunity to 

build shared values and meanings and brings the visitors 

closer to the cultural and human heritage: this sharing of  

meanings has generated a community, a loyal audience  

returning to every appointment.

Contact

giovanna.colace@comune.milano.it
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AIMÉE BRUYNINCKX (BELGIUM)
Reveil 

The Day of the Forgotten Stories

reveilvlaanderen@gmail.com

RICHARD WITTMANN & BRIAN JOHNSON 

(GERMANY AND THE UNITED STATES)
The Feriköy Protestant Cemetery Initiative

A Legacy of Five Centuries, Istanbul’s Feriköy Protestant 
Cemetery - Preserving its Past, Planning its Future

wittmann@oiist.org

bdjohnson62@gmail.com

GRAFZERKJE VZW (BELGIUM)
Grafzerkje, Association for Cultural Heritage    
of Death and Dying

tamara.ingels@skynet.be

TAMARA INGELS & LIEVE DESTOOP (BELGIUM)
Memento Mori

The Cemetery in Conversation

 tamara.ingels@skynet.be

VALERIA CELSI (ITALY)    
The Rotonda della Besana

from Cemetery to a Cultural Space

percorsi.arte.funeraria@gmail.com

www.percorsidartefuneraria.com

PETER VAN WICHELEN (BELGIUM)
Province of East Flanders

Province of East Flanders: we care, we support, we innovate

peter.van.wichelen@oost-vlaanderen

RENE VERMEIR (BELGIUM)
Ghent University

Preservation and Study of uncommon Academic Patrimony. 
Monumental Graves of Ghent University Professors at the 
Westerbegraafplaats.

rene.vermeir@ugent.be

CHRISTOPH DE SPIEGELEER
VUB

The historical and archaeological Study of funerary Culture 
in Belgium. Thanatology Research at the Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel.

christoph.de.spiegeleer@vub.be

THE SCIENTIFIC BOARD
The scientific board that judged the abstracts consists of:

•  Dr. Andreas Demey (City of Ghent,     
 Parks and Public Gardens Service)

•  MSc. Sophie Derom (City of Ghent, Service for Built   
 Heritage and Urban Archaeology)

•  Dr. Tamara Ingels (Free University Brussels, Grafzerkje vzw)

•  MSc. Joeri Mertens (Flanders Heritage, president   
 of the Scientific Board Ghent2019)

•  Dr. Andreea Pop (Scientific Representative ASCE)

•  Dr. Linda Van Santvoort (Ghent University, Epitaaf vzw)

•  Drs. Peter Van Wichelen (Province of East Flanders,   
 Department of Heritage)

•  MSc. Anne-Marie Verhofsté (City of Ghent, Service for Built  
 Heritage and Urban Archaeology)

ALESSANDRA BRICCHETTI (ITALY)
Non-profit Cultural Organization Mneme La memoria del bene 
(Milan)

The Individual and Collective Memory as Part of the Ceme-
tery Heritage

ale.bricchetti@gmail.com

ANGELINA LAGOU (GREECE)
Harokopio University of Athens

The Evolution of the Landscape of the Old Jewish Cemetery 
of Thessaloniki: An Extreme Case of Reuse

gs21633@hua.gr

JAN DE KESEL (BELGIUM)
IOED Erfpunt

Project Cenotaph: How Do You Want To Be Remembered?

jan.dekesel@erfpunt.be

FLANDERS HERITAGE AGENCY (BELGIUM)
Funerary Heritage in Flanders: Alive and Kicking 

joeri.mertens@vlaanderen.be

JONAS DANCKERS, NELE GOEMINNE, BART 

ROBBERECHTS, LIESBETH TROUBLEYN, JEROEN 

VANDEN BORRE, KATRIEN VAN DE VIJVER 

(BELGIUM)
PARCUM, Museum and Centre for Religious Art and Culture

Handling bones. Archaeologically Excavated Human Re-
mains in Flanders: Ethical Principles and Opportunities for 
Cemeteries.

jonas.danckers@crkc.be

FUNERARY TEAM (BELGIUM)
City of Ghent

The Cemeteries of Ghent: a Matter of Working Together

lieve.destoop@stad.gent

LINDA VAN SANTVOORT (BELGIUM)
Epitaaf vzw

EPITAAF npo

info@epitaaf.org or linda.van.santvoort@telenet.be

MARTA ESPÍRITO SANTO (PORTUGAL)
(Dis)Parities: Comparing Conchada’s Romantic Village and 
Abney’s Botanical Garden

marta_esanto@hotmail.com

LAURA MONASTIER, CARLA DE BERNARDI,  

CARSON BARNES (ITALY)
Amici del Monumentale di Milano

A Dialogue between Funerary Art of the Past and Contem-
porary Art

segreteria@amicidelmonumentale.org

MARGA BONTE (BELGIUM)
Province of East Flanders

A Peculiar Case of Burial: the Use of Closed Cemeteries as 
Storage for Archaeological Human Bones

marga.bonte@oost-vlaanderen.be

MICHAEL ALBRECHT (GERMANY)
Entera

Reuse of Graves and Sustainable Management   
of Cemeteries

albrecht@entera

PATRICK VAN DEN NIEUWENHOF (BELGIUM)
Intro Cultuur en Media / VUB-Department of History

The Role of Citizens and Authorities in Maintaining Ceme-
teries in the 2nd Half of the 19th Century in the Province of 
Antwerp

patrick.nieuwenhof@hotmail.com

POSTER SESSIONS
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SINT-AMANDSBERG CEMETERY, 
GHENT
The Sint-Amandsberg Cemetery, also known as Campo Santo,  

was consecrated on 8 December 1847. It was a pre-eminent 

Catholic graveyard where numerous members of the pre-

dominantly French-speaking Ghent bourgeoisie as well as 

people involved in the arts and culture, politics, science and 

industry were laid to rest. The oldest and most beautiful   

grave monuments are located next to the chapel on Kapelle-

berg hill. A total of 70 tombs of which the lease had expired 

were restored in 2017-2018. They can now stand the test of 

time for at least another 100 years. The cemetery has been 

extended on various occasions and is still in use. A manage-

ment plan is being drawn up for the entire site. The oldest 

parts of Campo Santo Cemetery were listed as a monument 

and landmark in 1996. The entire graveyard is protected as 

architectural heritage and as an urban conservation area.

Address: Visitatiestraat 13, 9040 Sint-Amandsberg, Ghent
Opening hours:
• April - September: 7 am to 8 pm    
•  October - March: 8 am to 5.30 pm

WEST CEMETERY, GHENT
Covering 20 hectares and containing 30,000 graves, Wester-

begraafplaats is Ghent’s largest cemetery. It is characterized 

by numerous monumental tombs of celebrities, politicians, 

scientists, artists and other famous inhabitants of Ghent.

In addition, it is the final resting place of approximately 200 

Belgian soldiers who served in the First or Second World War 

as well as French, Italians and Russians who died in the First 

World War. It also includes a British military cemetery from 

the Second World War as well as a memorial to the German 

crew of a downed zeppelin.

Designed by city architect Adolphe Pauli (1820-1895), the 

construction of the cemetery began on 26 July 1862. It has the 

layout of an English landscape park enclosed by a brick wall 

and a richly decorated gate. Trees were planted, giving the 

cemetery the appearance of a memorial park. A winding path 

around the lawn allows visitors to stroll between the richly 

decorated tombs. The new cemetery was put into use as a 

secular burial ground on 1 January 1873. People of all beliefs 

were allowed to be interred at Westerbegraafplaats. Hence it 

was nicknamed ‘Geuzenkerkhof’ (heretics’ graveyard). In 1996, 

the oldest section of Westerbegraafplaats with its avenue, 

main building, walls and graves and two war memorials were 

listed.

Address: Palinghuizen 143, 9000 Ghent

Opening hours:

•  April - September: 7 am to 8 pm    
•  October - March: 8 am to 5.30 pm

CEMETERY VISITS

LAEKEN CEMETERY, BRUSSELS
The Laeken cemetery is one of the main burial grounds of 

the Belgian capital. For nearly two centuries the bourgeois 

and noble families of Brussels found their last resting place 

underneath monumental and impressive funeral tombs. Most 

of these tombs were created by the three generations of Salu 

Sculptors (1872-1984) in their nearby studio. Since 1989 Epitaaf 

– an association of volunteers that promotes the values of 

the funerary heritage - took up residence in the former Salu 

workshop. 

•  A visit to the cemetery confronts us with the question  

 on how to proceed in safeguarding the funeray heritage.  

 Repurposing may be one of the solutions.

•  The visit to the underground funeral gallery – a unique  

 ensemble created in 1880 – allows us to get acquainted  

 with the recent restoration and the problems still to solve.

•  A visit to the former Salu studio enables us to visualize  

 the process of creating a burial monument: from   

 drawing over model to final execution.

Address: Onze-Lieve-Vrouwvoorplein    
1020 Brussels (Laeken)

Daily opening hours: 8.30 am to 4 pm

TYNE COT, PASSCHENDAELE
Near the town of Ypres (Belgium) is Tyne Cot Cemetery, the 

largest Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery 

in the world. This area on the Western Front was the scene 

of the Third Battle of Ypres. Also known as the Battle of 

Passchendaele, this was one of the major battles of the First 

World War. Many of those who fell on the Passchendaele 

battlefields are buried here. After the Armistice, the cemetery 

was enlarged when graves from the battlefields of  

Passchendaele and Langemarck were brought here.

It is now the resting place of more than 11,900 servicemen 

of the British Empire from the First World War. Around the 

eastern boundary of Tyne Cot Cemetery stands the Tyne Cot 

Memorial. It bears the names of some 35,000 men of the   

British and New Zealand forces who have no known grave, 

nearly all of them died between August 1917 and November 

1918. The Memorial is one of four memorials to the mis-

sing in Belgian Flanders which cover the area known as the 

Ypres  Salient. The cemetery and memorial were designed 

by Sir Herbert Baker with sculptures by Joseph Armitage and 

Ferdinand Victor Blundstone. The memorial was unveiled by 

Sir Gilbert Dyett, the Australian soldier and veterans’ rights 

activist, on 20 June 1927. Tyne Cot Cemetery and Memorial is 

maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 

that honours the 1.7 million men and women of the Common-

wealth forces who died in the First and Second World Wars, 

and ensures they will never be forgotten. In 2002 the Ceme-

tery and Memorial were listed as Monument by the Flemish 

Government.

Address: Vijfwegestraat, 8980 Passchendaele

Opening hours:

•  Daily: 10 am to 6 pm

•  Closed: 1/12 - 31/1

www.passchendaele.be/en

During the conference you have the opportunity to visit several significant cemeteries in Ghent, Laeken (Brussels) and Ypres.

Campo Santo Cemetery Tyne Cot Cemetery
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ASCE, ASSOCIATION OF 
SIGNIFICANT CEMETERIES IN 
EUROPE
The Association of Significant Cemeteries in Europe (ASCE)  

is the European network comprising those public and private 

organizations which care for cemeteries considered to be 

of historical or artistic importance. ASCE is a non-profit 

organization with a clear and global character. ASCE promotes 

European cemeteries as a fundamental part of the heritage of 

the humanity.

www.significantcemeteries.org

CITY OF GHENT
The eighteen burial grounds in Ghent are managed by the 

interdisciplinary ‘Funerary Team’, a partnership of several 

services. The Civil Affairs Service is in charge charge of the 

administrative aspects, while the Parks and Public Gardens 

Service department is responsible for daily management.  

The Service for Built Heritage and Urban Archaeology  

preserves the funerary heritage and the Service for the  

Maintenance of Buildings provides support for structural 

work. Together, they establish projects to promote the  

development and maintenance of the city’s funerary heritage.

www.stad.gent/ghent-international

FLANDERS HERITAGE AGENCY
The Flanders Heritage Agency researches, evaluates and 

protects archaeological sites and historic architecture, land-

scapes and vessels. The agency offers grants for research 

and restoration of this heritage. It also does policy-oriented 

research. The broad public is involved and informed regar-

ding legislation, financial support and specific projects.

www.onroerenderfgoed.be

PROVINCE OF EAST FLANDERS, 
DEPARTMENT OF HERITAGE
The Department of Heritage of the Province of East Flanders 

supports municipalities and volunteers in all matters con-

cerning heritage and history. It advices on the maintenance 

and conservation of monuments, and on the inventorying 

of collections. It also passes on historical knowledge and 

publishes books on a wide range of subjects. One of the main 

priorities of this policy consists in advising and subsidizing 

owners of historically or esthetically significant tombs and 

funerary monuments within the province of East Flanders.

www.oost-vlaanderen.be

EPITAAF
The seat of the association is a former sculptor studio situated 

at the entrance of the Laeken Cemetery (Brussels). Three 

generations of Salu Sculptors embody the development in 

the funeral culture. Their studio and the enormous collection 

(plaster cast, archives, pictures) is now under the supervision 

of Epitaaf vzw. The main concern of the association today is 

to take care of the listed buildings and the unique funerary 

collection of the cemetery and to develop its access for a 

wide range of people.

www.epitaaf.org/epitaaf-vzw

VZW GRAFZERKJE (NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION)
The association vzw Grafzerkje was founded in 2001. It unites 

a very diverse group of people like local volunteers, histori-

ans, art historians, academics, professionals, consultants and 

sympathizers, who all share the passion for funerary culture 

and heritage. The association has an interdisciplinary ap-

proach and organizes educational activities such as visits and 

travel programs to sites for funerary culture in Belgium and 

Europe. Both potential adopters of monuments and policy 

makers are provided with advice and funding for restoration 

projects and the association currently leads a project on the 

CONFERENCE PARTNERS

restoration of zinc and metal grave markers (known as ‘Graf-

trommels’ – a forgotten popular custom, once widespread in 

the Low Countries).

www.grafzerkje.be

GHENT UNIVERSITY
In the last decades the funeral heritage was studied by a 

large number of Art History students (graduates and under-

graduates). Several master’s theses treated some of the most 

important cemeteries in Flanders (Antwerp (Schoonselhof), 

Brugge, Ghent, Ostend, Ronse, Temse ...). Since 2004 the 

methodology for inventorying funeral monuments is being 

developed and put into practice.

www.ugent.be/en

VUB
The Department of Art Studies and Archaeology at VUB in 

Brussels provides a transdisciplinary research environment 

on archaeology, architecture, art, landscaping and the study 

of material, immaterial and digital heritage. Within this idea 

of transdisciplinarity, many students and researchers have 

incorporated the study of funerary culture in their master’s 

or doctoral dissertations and research projects, in order to 

provide new insights in the study of death and funerary tradi-

tions in Belgian and international contexts.

www.vub.ac.be/en
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Must see and do in Ghent 

Vibrant Ghent is well worth a weekend trip. It’s ideal for a last-minute city trip as well. Quirky Ghent offers a fascinating cultural 

cocktail brimming with trendy, modern urban life. Ghent is a city where people enjoy life: a chilled-out place where anything goes 

and a city that feels human. Its friendly, welcoming people love the good life. Don’t miss the chance to admire the world-famous 

masterpiece — the Mystic Lamb by the Van Eyck brothers — during your weekend trip.

For hotspots and more information: www.visit.gent.be/en
For information about public transport in Ghent: www.delijn.be/en

GrafzerkjeGrafzerkje
vzw

GET IN TOUCH: 
TEAM ASCE GHENT
ASCE2019@STAD.GENT 
WWW.STAD.GENT/ASCE
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