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Basic facts

Established: 1973 (1st in H)

Total area: 82 kha: 74.8 kha
WHS (largest in H)

Designations:

ü NP (1973)

ü BR (1979)

ü Ramsar (1979)

üWH (1999)

ü NATURA 2000 (2007)

ü Silver Tier Dark Sky
Park (2011)
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The Hortobágy National Park ïthe Puszta World Heritage Site is an exceptional 

surviving example of a cultural landscape constituted by a pastoral society. The 

landscape of the Hortobágy National Park maintains intact and visible traces of its 

traditional land-use forms over several thousand years, and illustrates the 

harmonious interaction between people and nature.
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Positioning the landscape
Natural Cultural landscapes:

a continuum of natural and man-made

Man -made

Hortobágy National Park ðthe Puszta: shaped by nature and humans
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Historic perspective of the

Hortobágy-Debrecen links

Source: https://slidetodoc.com/19-ttel-terlet-s-teleplsfejleszts-hajdbihar-megyben-s/

As of the 18th century



6

From commons to national park

Until 1952 ïDebrecen owns a 

substantial part of the Hortobágy

1973 ïHortobágy National Park

Nationalized cooperatives 1948 

onwards until the 1990ôs

Commons of 

Debrecen

Cooperative lands

State ownership 98%
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Nature and culture as

mutual benefactors

Culture

üExtensive landuse -

grazing

üTraditional breeds

üDistinct built

heritage

ü+ distinct intangible

cultural heritage

Nature

üSoil, climate, 

vegetation favours

grazing

üHigh habitat and 

species diversity is 

sustained

üGood ecological

condition

WH/

NP

Attributes
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Alkaline soil microforms (in spring)


